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SUB J : POSSIBLE NEW SRI LANKA AMBASSADOR TO UNITED STATES 

1 . SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO A DECEMBER 20 LOCAL PRESS REPORT, 

W.S. KARUNARATNE WILL REPLACE NEVILLE KANAKARATNE AS AMBASSADOR 
AT WASHINGTON. WHILE MFA OFFICIALS HAVE DECLINED OFFICIAL 
COMMENT, THEY INDICATE THAT KARUNARATNE'S APPOINTMENT IS BEING 
CONSIDERED. END SUMMARY. 

2. KARUNARATNE IS 49 YEARS OLD, SRI LANKA’S MOST PROMINENT 
SCHOLAR OF BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY, AND A FORMER MEMBER OF THE 
MAHAJANA EKRATH PERAMURA (MEP), A MARXIST-NATIONALIST POLITICAL 
PARTY. HOWEVER, HE WAS REPORTEDLY AN AVOWED ANTI-MARXIST 
LEADER OF A NATIONALISTIC FACTION OF THE MEP. 

3. IN AUGUST 1963, KARUNARATNE WAS ABLE TO ENTER THE U.S. 

UNDER A USIS GRANT AFTER HIS INELIGIBILITY UNDER SECTION 212 
(A) (28) HAD BEEN WAIVED. IN 1963 HE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED HIS 
RETIRMENT FROM POLITICS. WHILE IN HIS EARLIER DAYS HE WAS 
VILENTLY NATIONALIST AND ANTI-WESTERN, IN 1965 HE WAS DESCRIBED 
AS HAVING MELLOWED, AND BY 1970 WAS SUPPORTING THE UNITED 
NATIONAL PARTY (UNP). HE RAN FOR PARLIAMENT IN 1970 AS A UNP 
CANDIDATE, BUT LOST. 
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4. ALTHOUGH CONTROVERSIAL, KARUNARATNE IS A HIGHLY RESPECTED 
PROFESSOR OF BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY. HE IS CONSIDERED TO BE SRI 
LANKA'S FINEST ORATOR WHEN SPEAKING IN SINHALESE. HE SPEAKS 
FLUENT ENGLISH, WITH AN EXTENSIVE VOCABULARY, BUT HAS A 
PECULIAR PRONOUNCIATION THAT TAKES SOME GETTING USED TO. 

HE IS DESCRIBED AS WELL-READ, WELL-SPOKEN, ABLE TO DISCERN 
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THE CORE OF PROBLEMS AND TO PUT THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE. KAR 
UNARATNE IS SAID TO BE COSMOPOLITAN, BUT NOT AS SMOOTH AS 
NEVILLE KANAKARATNE. HE HAS TRAVELD EXTENSIVELY ABROAD. 

IN ADDITION TO THE U.S. IN 1963-64. HE WAS IN LONDON IN 
1954-56. AND IN RANGOON IN 1963. 

5. KARUNARATNE IS FROM A RELATIVELY POOR FAMILY. HIS FATHER 
WAS A POLICEMAN AND IN SRI LANKA HE ALWAYS WEARS THE NATIONAL 
DRESS. HE IS MARRIED AND AS OF 1964 HAD AT LEAST THREE CHILD- 
REN. MRS. KARUNARATNE (FNU) IS 48 YEARS OLD AND WAS ALSO A 
MEMBER OF THE MEP, PROBABLY FOR ABOUT ONE YEAR. SHE WAS NOT 
AN OFFICER OF THE PARTY. HER INADMISSABILITY TO THE U.S. 

UNDER SECTION 212 (A) (28) WAS WAIVED IN IANUARY 1964 WHEN 
SHE WENT THERE TO JOIN HER HUSBAND. MRS. KARUNARATNE IS A 
SCHOLAR IN HER OWN RIGHT AND OBTAINED A MASTERS DEGREE IN 
ENGLAND. SHE WORKED AS AN ASSISTANT EDITOR OF THE BUDDHIST 
ENCYCLOPEDIA, IN CHARGE OF THE MONGOLIAN AND TIBETAN BRANCH. 
SHE MAY HAVE STUDIED ORIENTAL LANGUAGES IN ENGLAND. 

WRIGGINS 
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